[MRI morphology of bone tumors and tumor-like lesions].
Spin-echo sequences are mandatory at MRI for staging and characterization of bone tumors and tumor-like lesions. MRI is of minor value in the estimation of the malignant potential of an osseous lesion. Although many bone tumors and tumor-like lesions present similar morphology at MRI, some entities can be diagnosed with good reliability. These include chondrogenic tumors, solitary and aneurysmal bone cysts, giant cell tumors, lesions containing fatty tissue and, to a certain extent, osteoid-osteomas and osteoblastomas. Practical advice is given regarding when to perform a MRI study in cases of tumor suspicion. Further advice is given for cases a tumor is found incidentally at a MRI study, how to modify the study and which kind of tumor may be present.